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The man born Samuel Clemens and known to most as Mark Twain was able to easily slip between his world of writing and reality in order to create appealing characters, realistic and sometimes controversial relationships. Mark Twain once said, "[g]et your facts first, and then you can distort them as much as you please” (Barbra Schmidt 2). However, Samuel Clemens was not always known as Mark Twain, his pen name came about later in life when Clemens wanted a different literary personality.(Michael Waisman 3)

Samuel Clemens entered this world with Haley's Comet on November 30, 1935. He was born in Florida, Missouri, however, when he was young his family moved to Hannibal, a town located along the Mississippi River. (Waisman 2). Clemens as a child always had a fascination with the river and boats. He often uses these memories in his works.(P Daniels 1).


When Clemens turned 24 he received his steamboat pilot's license, an particularly proud achievement for Clemens. (About mark twain 2). He then worked on the Mississippi River from 1859 until 1861 when the American Civil War broke out. "Origins of the name Mark Twain"  (Pseudonym of Samuel longhorn Clemens 3 )

Mark Twain, the name was created or rather stolen from his own river Captain. In Life of the Mississippi Clemens states how he would watch the captain sign Mark Twain on various documents. Clemens goal in taking on the name of Mark Twain was to keep it as the Captain used it, "a sign and symbol and warrant that whatever is found in its company may be gambled on as being the petrified truth...”. From 1863 Samuel Clemens became known to the public as Mark Twain. (About Mark Twain 3) He used this identity as his literary personality, and it became the identity he was famous for and known for by the public.


The pen name of Mark Twain partially took over Samuel Clemens life as the line between fiction and reality became easy to confuse for the famous author. The public only knew one man, the author whose words they hung on whose books they read. However Samuel Clemens still had family and friends who received mixed signals on how to refer to their loved one. (American’s Story from Americas Library 1).

It became evident that Clemens was even unsure how to address himself; as the name he was given or the person he created. (Mark twain 9). Mark Twain: His Marks . His confusion can be seen by examining his signatures which vary from letter to letter, even when written to the same person. "Between 1872 and 1910, for instance, he wrote hundreds of letters to W.D.Howells. He signed most "Yours ever, Mark." But he signed some "Yours ever, Clemens," and on others used "Saml. L. Clemens," "S.L.C," "S.L.Clemens," and "Twain" as signatures." Mark Twain: His Marks(about mark twain 4)


Mark Twain used his childhood experiences as Samuel Clemens to create characters and situations, once again blurring the worlds of reality and fiction.

Clemens even allowed himself to be illustrated into his books, although everyone knew of the pictures as his pen name Mark Twain. However, the depictions of Mark Twain were not a typical author's portrait. "If the typical 19th-century frontispiece depicted "the author" as someone to be admired, the cartoonist figure of "Mark Twain" who is displayed inside [Mark Twain's] texts was someone readers could comfortably look down on in amusement” ( Illustrating Mark Twain 2)Clemens allowed his pen name to even write a story in which Clemens was a character. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, drew upon Clements own childhood experiences.(P Daniels 1). The fictional town along the Mississippi River was taken from Clemens own experience as a child in the town of Hannibal.( Proof that Clemens as Mark Twain drew upon his own childhood can even be found in the small details of the book. At one point in Tom Sawyer, Becky Thatcher asks Tom to draw her a picture. He draws a house that someone in the "middle class" of America would dream to own. "The evidence suggests the real "artist" was not Treat Williams, who drew the other illustrations in Tom Sawyer, but [Mark Twain] himself. Despite the comic flavor of Tom's drawing, there's no question that Sam Clemens shared Tom's belief that a big house could make a man feel big too. Even as he wrote Tom Sawyer, he was mortgaging his future as a writer to the expense of constructing and maintaining the mansion he was building in Nook Farm, the very exclusive neighborhood in Hartford he moved his family to in 1874." A Good House ( A good house 1)


Mark Twain had a plan for Tom Sawyer; he wanted his own fictional character to have the same ending as his own life had. He wanted the book to expand Tom Sawyers entire life and have Tom end up back in the same town along the Mississippi, just as Clemens had done during a lecture tour conducted later in his life. (Annette Lamb 1). However, with the direction of the story Mark Twain was unable to keep the story going to make Tom's life become as similar as his own. (A good house 2).Many people initially criticized The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, and only gave it a second chance after Mark Twain wrote Huckleberry Finn. (The Collecting of Creative Ideas 6). However, there were always comments about the character of Tom that Mark Twain "created." One magazine commented that, "[I]n The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Twain had invented the American archetype of the prankish, wildly imaginative boy with a taste for adventure." (Mark twain vs. Tom 3)Mark Twain vs. Tom Sawyer,(Mark twain vs. Tom 3)


In Mark Twin's next book Huckleberry Finn, he continued Tom's character while allowing readers to see the true side of Huck. "You don't know about me, without you have read a book by the name of 'The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.' But that ain't no matter." ( Huckleberry Finn the book). Mark Twain became known for this second book and not the depiction of his own life as Samuel Clemens. In Huck Finn, "Twain not only forces his readers to re-evaluate a national icon, he embodies the American dialectic."(Ernest Hemmingway Quotes 6)It is this story that Hemmingway says that “All great American  literature all comes from one book called Huck Finn."(Ernest Hemmingway Quotes 5).

Mark Twain or depending on how well you know him, Samuel Clemens once said "[al] l you need in this life is ignorance and confidence; then success is sure."(Barbra Schmidt 9). Clemens was not ignorant in creating a pen name that helped skyrocket him to success. However, he did have the confidence to allow himself to sway between the worlds of fiction and reality to create great literary works. For Samuel Clemens as Mark Twain, success was for sure.  

